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LLAUNCHED

PEER Stage 3 Regional Planning
Meeting (RPM) was held in
Bangkok on July 27-29, 2009.
The three-day RPM served as
launching pad for PEER Stage 3;
a platform to present the scope
and strategy of the program.

PEER implementing partners,
namely, the National Society for
Earthquake Technology-Nepal
(NSET) and Asian Disaster Pre-
paredness Center (ADPC) pre-
sented their respective scope of
work and ensured common un-
derstanding to all PEER benefi-
ciary countries.

At the same time, representa-
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tives from PEER country part-
ners belonging to nodal agen-
cies/National Disaster Manage-

L-R: Ms. Rebecca Schenrer (ARC), Dr. Bhichit Rattakul (ADPC), Ms. Mariza Rogers
(USAID/OFDA), and Mr. Amod Mani Dixit (NSET) graced the Opening Program of
PEER Regional Planning Meeting, July 2009, Bangkok.

PEER (Objective 3) Events:

* Medical First Responder (MFR)
Course: Amity Public Safety
Acadeny, Bacolod City,
Philippines
November 16-28, 2009

o Country Planning Meeting
(Indonesia):
December 2-3, 2009

*  Country Planning Meeting

(Philippines):
December 7-8, 2009

ment Organizations (NDMOs)
and other partnering agencies
like Red Cross/Red Crescent
Societies and Health Ministries
presented their ideas on how to
proceed on capacity develop-
ment and emergency response
enhancement within PEER Stage
3.

PEER Stage 3 has 3 main objec-
tives, namely, Objective 1. Com-
munity Action for Disaster
Response (CADRE); 2. Hospital
Preparedness for Emergencies

(HOPE) Course; and 3. Medical
First Responder (MFR) and
Collapsed Structure Search and
Rescue (CSSR) courses. CADRE
and HOPE are being imple-
mented by ADPC with supple-
mental support from the Ameri-
can Red Cross (ARC); whereas
MFR and CSSR courses are
being managed by NSET. Both
implementing parties join hands
and create the synergy in
achieving the overall program

goal of reducing mortality in
mass casualty events and in-
crease the survival rates of
disaster victims in the target
countries in Asia. MFR and CSSR
courses are implemented in
Bangladesh, India, Indonesia,
Nepal, Pakistan and Philippines.
CADRE and HOPE courses are
also implemented in these 6
countries, expanding to new
project countries namely, Cam-
bodia, Lao PDR and Vietnam.

NSET STRENGTHENS MFR AND CSSR COURSE
IMPLEMENTATION UNDER PEER OBJECTIVE 3

The US Agency for International
Development’s Office of Foreign
Disaster  Assistance  (USAID/
OFDA) awarded the contract to
NSET to implement Objective
3 of PEER Stage 3 (April 01,
2009 to March 31, 2014). Pro-
ject countries under Objective 3
are: Bangladesh, Indonesia,
India, Nepal, Pakistan and the

Philippines. PEER Stage 3 car-
ries on with the strategic objec-
tive of improved standards of
national disaster response and
preparedness in Asia.

PEER Stage 3 Objective 3 aims
to:

Strengthen the capabilities of

PEER countries to provide col-
lapsed structure search and
rescue and basic and advanced
life support during emergencies
by further strengthening and
institutionalizing the medical first
responder and collapsed struc-
ture search and rescue courses.
(Continued to page 2)
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PEER Country Quick Facts:

PEER Nepal

¢ Project country
since 1998.

¢ Nodal Agency: Ministry
of Home Affairs

¢ Focal agency for
implementation of MFR-
CSSR courses: Nepal
Police

¢ Signed MoU with Nepal
Police on July 1, 2009 for
PEER Stage 3.

¢ PEER Core Course
Graduates:

123 MFR

110 CSSR

184 HOPE

2 MFR Reftresher Course
2 CSSR Refresher Course
20 K-9

¢ PEER Instructor
Development Graduates:

133 TFI

70 MFRIW
45 CSSRIW
17 MIW

45 H-TFI

NSET STRENGTHENS ....
Continued from page 1

NSET aims to promote a seam-
less transition of PEER Stage 2
(2003-2009) to Stage 3 (2009-
2014), replicating the successes
from PEER Stage 2.

Under PEER Stage 3, NSET will
strive to assist partner countries
in the following areas:

¢ Implement PEER training
courses for instructor de-
velopment under Partial
Funding Assistance Pro-
gram (PFAP);

¢ Development of more
responders through institu-
tionalization process;

¢ Draft country strategy for
emergency response hu-
man resources develop-
ment; and

¢ Strengthen national and
regional networking and
strategic planning for over-
all enhancement in emer-
gency response.

NSET AND ADPC
CONVENE
COORDINATION
MEETING

NSET and ADPC held a joint
meeting in NSET office on
August 25-26, 2009. ADPC team
was led by Mr. Bradford Philips,
Chief of Party; with
Mr. Frederick John Abo, Deputy
Chief of Party and Training
Manager; and Ms. Esther Lake,
Information and Network Coor-
dinator. The two-day meeting
focused on PEER communication
strategies to effectively convey
program information through
website, database, newsletter
and other current modalities,
such as social networking that
may apply to PEER.

Aside from meeting with PEER
counterparts at NSET, ADPC
team’s mission to Kathmandu
was highlighted by conducting
coordination  meetings  with
their respective program part-
ners for PEER Objectives 1 and
2, i.e. with the Nepal Red Cross
Society and the Ministry of
Health and Population, for
CADRE and HOPE course,
respectively.

NSET SIigNS MOU wITH

NEPAL POLICE

The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MoHA), Government of Nepal,
is the Nodal Agency for PEER
program implementation in Ne-
pal. MoHA has identified Nepal
Police as a focal PEER training
institution for the implementa-
tion of Medical First Responder
(MFR) and Collapsed Structure
Search and Rescue (CSSR)
courses.

With the cooperation and sup-
port from Nepal Police, NSET/
PEER has successfully conducted
numbers of MFR and CSSR
courses in Nepal during PEER
Stage 2.

To carry on with program works
in PEER Stage 3, a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) was
duly signed between NSET and
Nepal Police. The MoU signing
ceremony was held at DIG of-
fice, Nepal Police Headquarters
on July 1, 2009. Signing authori-
ties from both the institutions
were represented by Amod Mani
Dixit, Executive Director, NSET
and Chief of Party, PEER/NSET;
and Deputy Inspector General
Dinkar Shamsher JB Rana,
Training Director, Nepal Police

The MoU is to set forth the envi-
ronment of mutual understand-
ing between the Nepal Police
(Government of Nepal, Ministry
of Home Affairs, the nodal

agency) and NSET on the need
to implement the program in the
best interest of Nepal, and
create an environment of mutual
cooperation towards successful
implementation of MFR, CSSR
and related streams.

DIG Dinkar Samsher |B Rana, Nepal
Police; and Mr. Amod Mani Dixit, NSET
as they sign the Memorandum of Under-
standing for PEER Stage 3 (Objective 3)
implementation in Nepal, July 1, 2009,
Kathmandn.

ADPC and NSET PEER counterparts during a coordination meeting on PEER information
management systems, Aungust 2009, Kathmandn.
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PEER COUNTRY PLANNING MEETING - B’DESH

The Honorable Secretary Mokblesur Rabman, Secretary, MOFDM, joined NSET,
ADPC, USAID Bangladesh and PEER country partners during Country Planning Meet-

ing (CPM), October 26, 2009, Dhaka.

PEER Country Planning Meeting
(CPM)-Bangladesh was held on
October 26-27, 2009 at Disaster

Management Bureau (DMB),
Dhaka.
The CPM officially launched

PEER Stage 3 in Bangladesh. It
aimed to promote smooth transi-
tion from Stage 2 to 3; presen-
tation of Stage 3 program
objectives; and planning for

PEER courses by partnering
institutions.

Honorable Secretary Mokhlesur
Rahman, Ministry of Food and
Disaster Management
(MoFDM), PEER nodal agency
in Bangladesh, expressed con-
tinued commitment and sup-
port to PEER. From the
donor’s side represented by Ms
Jo Lesser-Oltheten, Director,

Office of Food, Disaster and
Humanitarian Assistance, USAID
Mission in Bangladesh, encour-
aged MOFDM to continue the
strong commitment and work on
institutionalization of the pro-
gram, identify the most appropri-
ate people, and PEER graduates
should be positioned in Bangla-
desh where they can exploit their
skills to save lives.

Meeting highlights included the
signing of MoU with MoFDM/
DMB (PEER nodal agency in
Bangladesh); and planning for
two-year MFR-CSSR training
program of the Fire Service and
Civil Defence (PEER partner insti-
tute) under Partial Funding Assis-
tance Program (PFAP). NSET and
ADPC teams facilitated meetings
with their partners for MFR and
CSSR; CADRE and HOPE, respec-
tively.

AMOD MANI DIXiT RECEIVES INDIA
DISASTER MITIGATION AWARD
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Mr. Amod Mani Dixit receives the Disaster Mitigation Award from the National Institute of

Disaster Ma

The National Institute of Disaster
Management (NIDM), under the
Ministry of Home Affairs, Govern-
ment of India, awarded Mr. Amod
Mani Dixit, Executive Director
of NSET and Chief of Party,
PEER/NSET, with the prestigious
Disaster Mitigation Award -
2009.The awarding ceremony was
one of the highlights of Second
India Disaster Management Con-
gress held on November 4, 2009 at
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

The Award citation mentions: ‘Mr.
Dixit was driven by a firm convic-
tion that scientific knowledge of
geology, seismology and
engineering should be demystified
and a massive awareness built

(India) November 4, 2009, New Delhi.

among all the stakeholders, par-
ticularly the vulnerable communi-
ties in the rural and urban areas,
to build a safe habitat that can
withstand the hazards of nature.
For this purpose, he took a num-
ber of innovative projects for re-
ducing the risks of disasters, many
of these funded by bilateral and
multilateral agencies. Some of
these profects include the School
Earthquake Safety Program, Mu-
nicipal Earthquake Risk Manage-
ment Program, Mason Training
Program, Shake Table Demonstra-
tion Project, Program for Enhance-
ment of Emergency Response, etc.
Many of these programs have
been implemented  in several
countries of South and Southeast

Asia. NSET today is one of the
very few South Asian NGOs that
have a global presence.

Mr. Amod Mani Dixit has played a
key role in the development of
several policies and programs on
disaster management in Nepal,
including the recently announced
National Strategy for Disaster Risk
Management. It was largely due to
his initiative that January 16 Is
observed as Earthquake Safety Day
in Nepal to commemorate the
devastating earthquake of 1934.
His contributions for several global
initiatives on earthquake risk
management have been widely
acknowledged.

In recognition of his significant
contribution to disaster risk
reduction in Nepal and rest of the
world, the Second India Disaster
Management Congress honors Mr.
Amod Mani  Dixit with Disaster
Mitigation Award.’

Other recipients of said Disaster
Mitigation Award were Dr. A.S.
Arya, Professor Emeritus, Indian

Institute of Technology (IIT)
Roorkee; and Professor
Muhammad Yunus, the Nobel

Laureate and Founder of Grameen
Bank from Bangladesh, awarded on
November 2006 during the First
India Disaster Management
Congress.  Both awardees were
commended for their outstanding
contributions in the field of disaster
risk reduction in South Asia.

“..PEER graduates
should be
positioned... where
they can exploit their

skills to save lives.”

NSET-MoFDM/DMB MoU
Signing. Signing anthorities are Mr.
Amod Mani Dixit, NSET Executive
Director and PEER/NSET Chief of
Party; and Mr. Md. Farbad Uddin,
Director General, DMB. Also in photo
are DMB Directors Mr. A.H.M. Abdnl-

lab (Training and Planning) and Mr. Md.
Manzoor Alam Bhuiyan (MIM). October
2009, Dhaka.

. n
1 Got something to share or ::

U say? n

Wl Let PEER family and the interna- ::
W tional community know about "
Nl your PEER activities, and expand

Wl your network! Be a contributor to

n1 PEER News Bulletin. Send your

§1 news articles, comments and n
§1 Suggestions to L
g peer@nset.org.np. n



National Society for Earthquake
Technology - Nepal

Program for Enhancement of
Emergency Response

(NSET / PEER)

Sainbu V.D.C. Ward No. 4
Bhainsepati Residential Area
Lalitpur

P.O. Box: 13775, Kathmandu, Nepal

Phone: (+977 1) 559 3000

Fax: (+977 1) 559 2693
E-mail: peer@nset.org.np

We're on the Web!

http://www.nset.org.np/peer

PEER

Strengthening disaster
response capacities in Asia

This publication was made
possible through the support
provided by the Office of
Forelgn Disaster Assistance
(OFDA), US Agency for
International Development under
the terms of Award No.
DFD-A-00-09-00031-00.

The opinions expressed herein
are those of the author(s) and do
not necessarily reflect the views
of the US Agency for
International Development
(USAID).

The September 30, 2009 Suma-
tra earthquake that occurred off
the southern coast of Sumatra,
Indonesia had a magnitude of
7.6. Said jolt struck Padang
(West Sumatra). Reports con-
firmed 1,115 dead, 1,214 se-
verely injured and 1,688 slightly
injured.

Several agencies - domestic and
international took part in extend-
ing assistance to Padang. 118
Emergency Ambulance Service
(EAS) Foundation (also known
as Ambulan 118) is one among
the groups to respond first.
Ambulan 118 is one of PEER

implementing partners in Indo-
nesia. One CSSR Team led by
Dr. Suryadi Soedarmo and Engi-
neer Teddy Boen, was deployed
by Ambulan 118 to the disaster
site.

Having applied CSSR knowledge
and skills, Ambulan 118's CSSR
team was able to extricate
trapped victims, both
alive/injured and dead. Amid
challenges faced during the
disaster response operations in
Padang, PEER’s impact on the
country’s improved emergency
response cannot be under-
stated.

CSSR TEAM IN PADANG EARTHQUAKE

Ambutan 118’s CSSK team in Padang
earthquake search and rescue operations,
September 2009, West Sumatra.

PHILIPPINES STRENGTHENS MFR-CSSR-HOPE NETWORKING

Towards the culmination of
PEER Stage 2 in January 2009,
NSET in collaboration with the
Office of Civil Defense-National
Disaster Coordinating Council,
PEER nodal agency in the Philip-
pines, and other implementing
partners in Region 6,
conceptualized a disaster drill
that will test, gauge and assess
the  response capabilities of
both the pre-hospital and hospi-
tal responders in the Visayan
region. The drill was named 1°*
NSET-PEER-Coalition of
Emergency Response
Groups (CERG) - Western
Visayas (WV) Response and
Networking Drill.

Said drill was conducted on July
3, 2009, in conjunction with the
observance of National Disaster

Consciousness Month in the
Philippines. The scenario simu-
lated a 7.3 magnitude earthquake
hitting Kabankalan City, Negros
Occidental, at around 9AM, caus-
ing considerable damage to the
city’s district hospital and various
parts of the city. The drill ensued
with MFR-CSSR and HOPE trained
personnel leading the response,
along with emergency response
units of participating local
governments, such as the fire
department, police, Red Cross,
Negros Rescue Foundation;
volunteer groups such as the
Amity Volunteer Fire Brigade;
local health and hospital person-
nel. Local leaders, VIPs, repre-

sentatives from the Regional,
Provincial, and City Disaster Coor-
dinating Councils;
Disaster

Provincial

Management Office,

Provincial Health Office, civil
defense deputized coordinators,
media and the community were

also present during the exercise
to observe and extend valuable
support to the activity.

The simulation exercise aimed to
put the 3 core courses of PEER to
test as one continuum of
response, gathering all response
efforts of both pre-hospital and
hospital-based responders. It also
tested the emergency response
system of the local government.

Overall, the drill was successful,
based on evaluation, observations
and critique. The organizers re-
solved that similar exercises will
be enhanced and will become the
template for future disaster drills
in Negros Occidental, Philippines.

Nagik Salih, Disaster Operations Specialist-Asia, USAID/OFDA,
was briefed on PEER by NSET/PEER team led by Mr. Surya Nara-

yan Shrestha, NSET Deputy Executive Director.

Kathmandn.

October 12, 2009, Mr.

NMSI  Arambepola,

Mr. Amod Dixit and Mr. Varun Shrestha receive ADPC
Team led by Dr. Bhichit Rattaknl, ADPC Executive Director,

and  Professor  Dr.  Krasae

Chanawongse, during the team’s visit to Nepal, September 2009,

Kathmandn.

The National Society for Earthquake Technology — Nepal (NSET) is a multidisciplinary professional society regis-
tered with the Government of Nepal as a Non-Government Organization in 1994. NSET is a non-profit organization whose main
Jocus is on Earthquake Risk Management (ERM). Membership of the Society comprises professional engineers, architects, scientists
and others, seriously interested in earthquake phenomena or in the reduction of the effects of earthquakes. For more information, log

on to www.nset.org.np.




