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or the National Society
for Earthquake Technology-Nepal
(NSET) has completed 16 years of its
establishment. This is in itself a
remarkable course in the history of
Nepal in paying organized efforts for
the cause of earthquake safety and
concerns over issues of hazards at
large. Moreover, the outcomes of
integrated and collaborative
initiatives from various stakeholders
resulted are what NSET accounts as
achievements to enhance
community's earthquake resiliency.
This journey has further endorsed
NSET's institutional mission to assist
all communities in Nepal to become
earthquake-safer by developing and
implementing organized approaches
to managing and minimizing
earthquake risks.

The idea of setting up a specialized
centre for reducing potential damages
by earthquakes occurred to the
founders of NSET after the Udayapur
earthquake of 1988. The founders were
among those Nepali professionals who
were involved in the damage
assessment and later, in the
reconstruction and rehabilitation
efforts. The damages were widespread
and the earthquake became a turning
point in terms of policy-making for
responding to disasters. NSET
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NSET accomplishment

has
gathered the pride of constructing
own building facilities at Sainbu
Residential Area, Sainbu VDC -
Ward No. 4, Lalitpur District,
Kathmandu Valley (2 km from
Lalitpur Sub-Metropolitan City,
Ring Road), Nepal. In accordance
with NSET dream and plans, these
establishments are well set to serve
as Community Earthquake Learning
Center (CELC). CELC has been
made fully functional since 1st of
April 2009.

The concept of CELC aims broadly
to enhance earthquake resiliency of
communities by providing
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conducive and inspiring environment
and services equipped lavishly and
clustered for particular purposes so
that exchange of knowledge and
information on hazards and disaster
risk management could be realized
and disseminated more accurately.
CELC themes are specifically
confined on better understanding

Commemorating the most
devastating tremor that quaked on
15th of January 1934 (i.e. 2nd Magh
1990 as per Bikram Sambat calendar)
in Nepal-Bihar region, the
Earthquake Safety Day -2009 has
been observed nationwide amid
extensive participation of people
from various corners comprising
array of coordinated activities. The
numerous programs put at core the
aim to pay considerable attention to
the issue of natural hazards and get
privileged with enhanced values of
awareness, commitment and
implementation(of disaster
preparedness), the key lessons
learnt from the earthquake which

had caused then loss of more than
eight thousands human lives
together with massive physical
destructions. This was the 11th
edition of Earthquake Safety Day
(ESD) following the declaration and
initiation of Government of Nepal
to mark it in the year 1999. The main
slogan of the day this year was "Safe
behavior and Strong Residence,
Increase community's Earthquake
Resilience".

was held on 15th Jan 2009
at historic Bhugol Park, New Road,
Kathmandu in a gala event. The
Chief Guest Honorable Minister




President Mr. Shiva Bahadur
Pradhanang recalls that the Udayapur
Earthquake of 1988 was an “eye
opener” for Nepal not only as regards
the extent of damages that tremors
could cause, but also in terms of the
understanding why preventive
measures are important.

NSET General Secretary and Executive
Director Mr. Amod Mani Dixit
highlights the emergence of NSET so
as to address two key areas. First, new
approaches were needed for
empowering communities with
scientific knowledge on disaster risks
and risk reduction measures and to
help them in implementing the
measures by enhancing communities'
capacities in disaster preparedness.
And secondly, it was also necessary to
advocate for disaster risk reduction and
assist central and local governments to
develop and implement appropriate
strategies, policies and programs.

NSET has developed and implemented
several innovative initiatives and
processes. Nepal began observing

Earthquake Safety Day in January 1999
and the ownership of this program is
shared by government, academic and
private sector institutions as well as the
communities. The School Earthquake
Safety Program (SESP) was started in
1997 and is still being implemented.
Similarly, the innovative methodology
of earthquake damage risk assessment
and action planning risk management
was first completed in Kathmandu
Valley and is being replicated in several
municipalities. Other initiatives taken
up by NSET are Earthquake Mobile
Clinics, Vulnerability Tours, training
of masons and petty contractors in
earthquake-resistant construction,
development of methodologies for
seismic vulnerability assessment of
health institutions and enhancing
emergency response capacities of
formal institutions and informal
community groups. Many of these
initiatives have been endorsed by
reputed universities and research
institutes in Nepal, India, Japan, and
the United States of America and by
the United Nations. Some of the

approaches have been replicated in
other countries: in India after the
Gujarat Earthquake (2001), Iran after
the Bam Earthquake of 1999, Pakistan
after the Kashmir Earthquake of 2005
and in countries affected by the
Tsunami of 2004. NSET activities
constitute a broad spectrum ranging
from technological innovations &
academic as well as policy level
interventions to upgrading disaster
awareness among school-children,
house-wives, & commoner people and
promoting capacity building of
construction activists at grass-root level.
NSET endeavors are hence well-set,
well-addressed and sustained.

NSET is affiliated with International
Association for Earthquake Engineering
(IAEE) and World Seismic Safety
Initiative (WSSI). It is a founder
member of Asian Disaster Reduction
and Response Network (ADRRN) (also
a board member); Coalition for Global
School Safety (COGSS); International
Live Lessons Transfer Network
(TeLLNet), and Disaster Preparedness
Network Nepal (DPNet).

of earthquake phenomena and
helping communities to enhance
their capacities on earthquake
safety.

with Information on
National /Regional cooperation,
policies, legislations, programs and
activities related to Hazards &
Disaster Risk Management as well
as historic documents.

with well
stocked books and literatures on
Hazards and DRM, approximately
10,000 no. of books/ documents in
earthquake hazard, earthquake
engineering, risk reduction,
preparedness, approximately 500
monographs, annual subscription
of around 10 Scientific journal,
around 1000 video documents and
abundant reading space.

with a minimum of 9 m2

shaking room for demonstrating
the effects of earthquake, Simplified
models/ display of how to be safe
during earthquakes, Touch screen
computers with the information on
earthquake, Model/Kits for
demonstrating physical phenomena
e.g. liquefaction, earth spread,
landslide, flood, cloudburst, glacier
lake outburst flood (GLOF), fire
and other natural hazards, Disaster
games such as “risk land"; and
Publications on child literature,
Audio-visual materials.

as alive
and equipped workshop for masons
and construction workers, Shaking
Table facility

cum Meeting Room that maintains
satellite telephone connection (to
outside world), Broadband Global

Area Network (BGAN)- mobile
communication service, wireless
LAN and emergency communication.
The space is supposed to be utilized
for multi-purpose such as conducting
public hearing, orientation lectures
to community people, seminars,
workshops, audio-visual etc. for
nearly 36 persons.

of Earthquake-resistant
construction, Optimum heating and
cooling; and Solar and wind energy
collection for lighting and water
heating.
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NSET pioneered the School
Earthquake Safety Program (SESP)
in 1997 when it was included as a
direct component of Kathmandu
Valley Earthquake Risk Management
Program (KVERMP) with the
initiative of making schools safer
against earthquakes that not only
protects school children, but
educates communities to protect
themselves.

The program now is one of the
successful ongoing programs of
NSET in promoting community
participation in all components of
program activities and to raise
earthquake awareness significantly.
The masons trained during the
program are now spreading the
technology of earthquake-resistant
construction in their communities
and replicating the technology
while constructing new buildings.
Thus the process of replicating the

construction methods employed in
school building to construct their
private houses would multiply in
future to set a new technological
culture in construction.

School Earthquake Safety
Program under NERMP (USAID/
OFDA)

School Earthquake safety pro-
gram which includes earthquake
resistant construction/ retrofitting
of school buildings, mason

training, orientation to students,
teachers and community people
has been implemented in
Mahendra Adarsha Higher
Secondary School, Imadol,
Lalitpur; Sakala Devi Lower
Secondary School, Kadambas,
Dibyapuri, Nawalparasi; and
Kali Devi Higher Secondary
School, Kabhresthali, Kathmandu.

Disaster Risk Reduction through
School Project: Supported by
DFID through Action Aid Nepal

Pilot project under School earth-
quake safety program has been
implemented at 8 schools of 4
districts of Nepal since September
2007 in order to improve seismic
performance of existing school
buildings, build capacity of
teachers, students and community
in disaster preparedness and
incorporate disaster education in
to formal curriculum. The
program is running in districts
of Makawanpur, Rasuwa, Banke
and the Kathmandu valley.

Developing A Strategy for Impro-
ving Seismic Safety of Schools in
Nepal

NSET has been developing
National Strategy for improving
seismic safety of schools in Nepal
under the financial support from
GFDRR/ the World Bank since
August 2008. Pilot project has
been implemented at Nawalparasi
and Lamjung District under

which different level of training
programs on school preparedness
have been completed and survey
of almost all of the public school
buildings is in progress.

3 days Students Summit on
Earthquake Safety 2009-2 to 4
August 2009, Kathmandu, Nepal

Kobe Kathmandu Exchange
Program-1 to 7 August 2009,
Kathmandu

Teachers Training on disaster
safety (in association with SIDE
Kobe and District Education
Offices)- August 8 to 15 at
Lamjung and Nawalparasi

3 days ToT for teachers on Disa-
ster preparedness in Schools -
August 2009 at Lamjung and
Nawalparasi under GFDRR/
World Bank

5 days Mason Training on
earthquake resistant construction
and retrofitting of buildings -
September 2009, Lamjung and
Nawalparasi under SESP,
GFDRR/ World Bank

Two-days Trained Teachers
Workshop, September 2009,
Kathmandu

Earthquake Safety Awareness
rally of students and teachers
from Nawalparasi to Chitwan,
Shake table demonstration-
Gaindakot Nawalparasi on 15th
August 2009.

Civil Engineer - NSET participated a meeting
titled “Setting of International Disaster Volunteer's Network for
Disaster Preparedness and Disaster Revitalization” during 15-16
November 2008, organized by Expo 2005 Volunteer Center Nagoya
Japan; and funded by Global Industrial and Social Progress Research
Institute (GISPRI). On 15th, around 100 community people participated
in different light search and rescue practices at Toyota Community
Learning Center at Toyota City to make prepared the community for
future disaster. On 16th, Mr. Marasini shared the experiences, initiatives
and lessons learnt from Nepal towards earthquake risk reduction and
preparedness with community people, representative from different
NGOs and Professors from Japanese Universities.

Senior Civil Engineer - NSET participated a
training on "Disaster Response and Recovery" during May 19-27, 2009
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia organized by Mercy Malaysia under
Malaysian Technical Co-operation Program.
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Seismic Vulnerability Assessment
and retrofit design of Buildings

Development of different training
manuals and guidelines

Compreh-ensive Disaster
Management program (CDMP),
Bangladesh

Earthquake Vulnerability
Reduction, Preparedness program
(EVRP), Pakistan; and

Technical assistance to Thimpu
Valley Earthquake Risk
Management Program (TVERMP),
Bhutan

Submitted the draft guidelines in
Feb 2009 to Ministry of Physical
Planning and Works, GoN under
the project ERRRPP titled
"Seismic Vulnerability Evaluation
Guideline for Private and Public
Buildings (Pre-disaster
Vulnerability Assessment)"; and
"Seismic Vulnerability Evaluation
Guideline for Private and Public
Buildings (Post-disaster
Vulnerability Assessment)".
These guidelines are for assisting
professionals and the authorities
in Nepal to implement qualitative
and quantitative assessment (Pre-
disaster and Post-disaster) of
structural earthquake vulnerability
of public and private buildings
in Nepal.

Submitted the draft guideline
titled “Guideline on Seismic
Vulnerability Evaluation and
Retrofit Design of Buildings in
Bhutan” in April 2009 under
contractual agreement between
Standards and Quality Control
Authority (SQCA), Ministry of
Works and Human Settlement,
Royal Government of Bhutan
and NSET under “Short Term
Technical Advisor for the follow
up to the Thimphu Valley
Earthquake Risk Management
Project (TVERMP)”. The guideline
aims for assisting professionals
and the authorities in Bhutan for
seismic vulnerability assessment,
retrofit design and implemen-
tation of public and private
buildings in Bhutan.

Submitted a report on “Develop-
ment of Fragility Functions for
Non-Engineered Buildings in
Bangladesh”, in May 2009 using
Hazus methodology under
Comprehensive Disaster
Management Program (CDMP)

in joint collaboration of NSET
with AIT and ADPC. The develo-
ped fragility functions can be
used for earthquake risk
assessment of cities in Bangladesh.

Both qualitative and quantitative
seismic vulnerability assessment
and retrofit design of buildings
possessed by various organiza-
tions that include the buildings
of British Embassy and American
Embassy in Nepal with implemen-
tation of seismic strengthening
completed in one of the residences
to be occupied by American
Embassy staff in May 2009.

The training on the seismic vul-
nerability assessment of school
buildings as part of “Earthquake
and Tsunami preparedness in
Dhaka, Chittagong and Sylhet
cities of Bangladesh” under
Comprehensive Disaster
Management Program (CDMP)
implemented by the Ministry of
Food and Disaster Management
(MoFDM), Government of Bang-
ladesh with financial support
from UNDP, UK Department for
International Development-
Bangladesh (DFID-B) and the
European Commission. The
intent is to reflect the technology
transfer process of the assessment
of buildings to organizations in
Bangladesh.

Qualitative as well as quantitative
seismic vulnerability assessment,
retrofit design and impleme-
ntation of apartment building in
Thimphu, Bhutan as per the
agreement between NSET-Nepal
and Standards and Quality
Control Division, The Royal Gov-
ernment of Bhutan.

Structural design of school
building “Shayme Wangphel
Secondary School” at Syaphru
Besi VDC-Ward no. 1, Rasuwa,
Nepal in April 2009.

Conducted workshop on
“Guidelines on Seismic
Vulnerability Assessment and
Retrofit Design for Earthquake
Risk Reduction”, June 2009,
organized by Standard and
Quality Control Authority

(SQCA), The Royal Government
of Bhutan. The workshop was
for promotion of guideline and
effective implementation of
retrofit design for earthquake
risk reduction in Bhutan.

Finalization of Earthquake loss
estimation of Mansehra and
Muzaffarabad Cities of Pakistan
under Earthquake Vulnerability
Reduction and Preparedness
program (EVRP), Pakistan and
conduction of “Earthquake
Scenario and Action Planning

Workshops” in Muzaffarabad and

Mansehra in March 2009.

Preparation and submission of
outline for earthquake scenarios
documents of Mansehra and
Muzaffarabad Cities under EVRP
Pakistan

Finalization of Hospital
Preparedness for Emergencies
(HOPE) course, a regional course
for Hospital Administrators,
Doctors/Nurses and Engineers
under Program for Enhancement
of Emergency Response (PEER)
programs, March 2009

Conducted various orientation
programmes such as “Earthquake
Risk Reduction and Preparedness
in Nepal”, May 2009, organized
by Department of water induced
disaster prevention (DWIDP),
Ministry of Local Development,
Nepal; and “Water Supply
Management on Earthquakes”,
February 2009, organized by
Advanced Civil Engineering
Student’s Society, Nepal.

Attended Key International
Meetings and made presentations
on NSET works

Workshop on Partnerships for
Structural and Non-Structural
Safety of Health Facilities in
Emergencies, Hammamet,
Tunisia 17 to19 February 2009;
Presentation on "Structural and
Non-structural safety of Hospitals
in Nepal"

Meeting of the Asia Pacific Task
Force on Hospitals Safe from
Disasters, 5-6 February, 2009;
Presentation on "Health Sector
Preparedness in Nepal"
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The Program for Enhancement of
Emergency Response (PEER) is a
regional training program initiated
by the United States Agency for
International Development, Office
of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance
(USAID/OFDA). PEER is directed
towards strengthening and
institutionalizing capacities in
emergency and disaster response in
the six participating Asian countries

PEER Stage 1 (1998-2003) was
managed by the Asian Disaster
Preparedness Center (ADPC),
Bangkok, Thailand. PEER Stage 1
targeted four of Asia’s earthquake-
prone countries, namely, India,
Indonesia, Nepal and the Philippines.

PEER Stage 2 (2003-2009) is
managed by NSET-Nepal, at no cost
extension on the sixth year of
implementation. PEER Stage 2
includes the four initial member
countries, with the addition of
Bangladesh and Pakistan.
Bangladesh was inducted into the
PEER program right from 2003,
while Pakistan was added to the
program in 2007, after the Kashmir
Earthquake of October 2005.

PEER EVENTS

The above program objectives are
accomplished through the conduct
of PEER core courses, i.e. MFR,
CSSR and HOPE; developing and
maintaining a cadre of PEER
instructors through instructor
development trainings, and
strengthening coordinating network
of emergency responders through
the planning meetings, networking
meetings, and instructors’
conferences.

The success of Stage 2 is evidenced
by the fact that even the new
entrants to PEER program, namely,
Bangladesh and Pakistan, could
internalize the process at par with
the initial four PEER countries in
terms of development of sufficient
number of national instructors in
each of the faculty of MFR, CSSR
and HOPE, together with
nationalization of the courses and
also institutionalization of the
process in-country.

One of the biggest contribution of
PEER has been the concept of Partial
Funding Assistance Program
(PFAP), whereby, the national
institutions/government agencies
plan the PEER courses as part of
their annual program, allocate
budget and the Program tops up

D)CTOBER 2008

NSET has been awarded the contract under International Competitive
Bidding for the implementation of MFR and CSSR under the Program for
Enhancement of emergency Response (PEER) Stage 3 by USAID/OFDA, in
six countries namely Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Nepal, Pakistan and the
Philippines. PEER Stage 3 is five year program comme-ncing from April,

2009 to March, 2014.

Below are the names of events cond-ucted in PEER countries.

Bangladesh

HOPE National
India

MFR PFAP
CSSR PFAP

TRl PFAP
MFRIW PFAP
CSSRIW PFAP
Nepal

HOPE National
H-TFI PFAP
Pakistan

HOPE National
Philippines

MFR RC Regional
CSSR RC Regional
PFAP - Partial Funding Assistant Program

CSSR - Collapsed Structure Search and Rescue

MFR - Medical First Responder
HOPE - Hospital Preparedness for Emergency

T
ASAR
MFRIW - Medical First Responder Insfructors Workshop

Nov 24-27, 2008

Nov 3-15, 2008
Nov 19-26, 2008
Dec 5-9, 2008
Dec 12-16, 2008
Dec 21-27, 2008

Nov 11-14, 2008
Feb 23-27, 2009

Dec 15-18, 2008

Jan 12-16, 2009
Jan 21-24, 2009

- Training for Instructor
- Advanced Search and Rescue

1000

SN (NS W DU S—

o 4

-4

MFR  CSS5R  HOPE MFR

Ref

800 1

600 4

400 1§ : a

200 - 24 24

CSSR
Ref

the national initiatives by providing
partial funding mainly in the form
of expatriate Course Monitors,
Course Coordinators, Instructors
and limited funds. PFAP has largely
been successful, evidencing the
positive result of the approaches
towards nationalization of the PEER
processes in different countries.

PEER has developed a pool of 811
graduates for Medical First
Responder (MFR), 637 for Collapsed
Structure Search and Rescue (CSSR),
and 600 for Hospital Preparedness
for Emergencies (HOPE); Refresher
Test Courses for MFR and CSSR
had 24 participants each, as illustra-
ted in the figures.

PEER has developed a pool of 533
graduates for Training for Instructors
(TFI), 340 for MFR Instructors
Workshop (MFRIW), 279 for CSSR
Instructors Workshop (CSSRIW),
125 for Master Instructors Workshop
(MIW) and 196 for HOPE TFI (H-
TFI).
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Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre
(ADPC) in partnership with National
Society for Earthquake Technology-
Nepal (NSET), OYO International
Corporation (OIC)-Japan, Asian
Institute of Technology (AIT)-
Thailand and Bangladesh Diaster
Preparedness Centre (BDPC) has
been engaged under the
Comprehensive Disaster Management
Program (CDMP) to provide technical
services for the execution of three
components:

Seismic hazard and vulnerability
mapping of Dhaka, Chittagong,
and Sylhet City Corporation areas

Training, advocacy and awareness
with regard to earthquake and
tsunami hazard

Contingency Planning for Dhaka,
Chittagong and Sylhet city
corporation areas

Under the Training, Advocacy and
Awareness component of the CDMP,
NSET and ADPC jointly organized
the Training of Trainer (TOT) on
earthquake resistant construction for
the engineers and junior engineers
from ADPC Bangladesh, City
Corporation of the Dhaka, Sylhet
and Chittagong and different
construction company from Dhaka
City. 24 participants were participated
on this 5 day training held from 8th
to 12th Jan 2009.

After completion of this training,
four training courses (2 in Dhaka, 1
in Chittagong and 1 in Syhlet), were
conducted for masons and bar
benders on earthquake safe
construction. The instructors for this
training were selected from the
participants of the TOT on earthquake
resistant construction.

Mrs. Astha Laxmi Shakya franked
the special envelope published to
mark the 11th Earthquake Safety
Day and also released a pictorial
booklet titled

(Earthquake Risk
and Preparedness) jointly published
by the DUDBC and UNDP; and also
a story book for children titled

(Grandmother’s Stories on Earth
quake) written by the renowned
writer Mr. Santa Das Manandhar
and published by NSET with the
financial assistance form UNICEEF.
On the occasion, Government
officials, UN representative, and
organizing members including
NSET had made their invaluable
remarks of the day.

An

was organized to disseminate
information regarding earthquake
risk reduction measures. The
Exhibition was inaugurated by the
Chief Guest. Distinguished guests
then visited all the 26 Stalls of the
Exhibition. The exhibition ran for
four days and it was estimated that
around 10,000 people observed the
exhibition which was widely
covered in the electronic and print
media.

As a component of 11th ESD
celebration, a

on earthquake risk reduction was
held at Khula Manch Tundikhel
Kathmandu and telecasted by
Kantipur Television on 15th January
2009. Government officials Mr. Thir
Bahadur GC, Mr. Amrit Man
Tuladhar and Mr. Som Nath Subedi;
Mr. Shyam Sundar Jnawali from
Action Aid Nepal; and Mr. Amod
Mani Dixit from NSET were the key
speakers. More than 500 people
gathered to participate the program.

A symposium on

was organized in
Kathmandu on 13-14 January with
the major objective to share the
experiences and generate new ideas

towards disaster risk reductionand

-y
program focused E'u =

response between all stakeholders
mainly among policymakers,
decision makers, academicians and
professionals. Altogether 23 papers
were presented in 5 thematic areas
by the experts from different
institutions both at the national and
international level.

was organized as one of the major
program on the 11th Earthquake
Safety Day. The walkathon was
flagged off by Marathon Runner
Mr Baikuntha Manandhar at Bhugol
Park and ended at another Earth-
quake Memorial place in Patan
Durbar Square. Around five
hundred people participated and
10 persons from among those
completing the course were selected
through lucky-draw and offered
the prizes.

was
organized by Lalitpur Sub Metro-
politan City in the Earthquake
Memorial Monument situated at
Patan Durbar Square, Lalitpur.

was
organized in Kathmandu to raise
the public awareness on earthquake
risk reduction. The rally comprised
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of Nepal Army band, Nepal Scout,
Nepal Police, Nepal Armed Police,
Schools, National and International
Agencies working in the field of
Disaster Risk Reduction.

has been
accepted worldwide as the first step
to be taken by every individual
during an earthquake to be safer
from physical injury and possible
death. In collaboration with Radio
Nepal, and other many local FM
stations, a nationwide exercise was
performed on 15th Jan at 14:24hrs
for a minute commemorating 1934
Earthquake. The all participants of
national meeting including
distinguished guests and others
performed the exercise.

Nepal Red Cross Society organized

on each
day during the exhibition which
covered spinal and bone fracture,
head and internal injury; and
bleeding and faint.

Two were organized
during the Earthquake Safety
Exhibitions; one by the well known
artists from “Sarvanam Natya
Samuha” and the other was
organized by “Lumanti”.

Fre 9100 e, ;
as i

LI G

4

The has
been one of the best attractions from
the first earthquake safety day. This
was observed by around 500 persons
at the site and the entire demons-
tration program was telecasted live
by Sagarmatha TV & Radio Nepal.

“Lumanti” organized a

to create awareness on
the disaster risk reduction. The
group also presented a memorandum
to the Chief District Officer of
Kathmandu to enhance the disaster
risk reduction activities in the
district including the signatures of
those who supported the program
by signing it.
On the occasion of 11th ESD-2009,
newly constructed

and the

technology has been handed over
to the school community of
Mahendra Shanti Secondary School
at Balkot, Bhaktapur. This is the
33rd school where SESP of NSET
has been implemented.

As per the instruction from the
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Earthquake Safety Day was
observed in all the 75 districts
with various activities of aware-
ness and memorial meetings.

All the 25 Divisions of the Depar-
tment of Urban Development
and Building Construction
organized Earthquake Safety
Day with various programs.
Janakpur Division office has
decided to conduct a masons
training program and a shake
table demonstration at a suitable
time.

An earthquake simulation
exercise was performed in Butwal
by group of local NGOs working
in the Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR).

Co-Action Nepal organized a
Workshop on "Earthquake
Safety" in Bharatpur Chitwan.

A two day program “Scenario and
Action Planning Workshop on
Comprehensive Risk Assessment And
Action Planning for Ward no. 2 and 5
of Triyuga Municipality, Udayapur"
was organized during 11-12 February
2009 by National Society for
Earthquake Technology- Nepal
(NSET) and Triyuga Municipality
with assistance of Navapravat Samaj
Sewi Pariwar, a local NGO. The
workshop was conducted as one of
the components of the project:
Comprehensive Risk Assessment and
Action Planning in Ward No. 2 and 5
of Triyuga Municipality, Nepal; an
additional initiative by Action Aid
Nepal under the project "Surakshit
Samudaya: Building Safer Community
through Disaster Management
Initiative" being supported by
European Commission through its
Humanitarian Aid department under
the Fourth DIPECHO Action Plan for
South Asia.

Mr. Ram Prasad Bhattrai, PVA expert
from NSET made a presentation on
the outcomes of Participatory
Vulnerability Assessment conducted
in different communities of ward no.
2 and 5 of the municipality. The
disasters prioritized during the PVA
were reviewed at the end of the
presentation. Likewise, Mr. Ganesh
Kumar Jimee, Risk Assessment
Expert/Team Leader of the project,
presented the estimated losses due to
different possible earthquakes in
Triyuga Municipality, Ward no. 2
and 5. Both presentations were
followed by the interactive discussions,
queries and clarifications. Later day,
Mr. Bijay Upadhyay, Earthquake
Technology Training Expert from
NSET presented the principles and
process of action planning. The
participants were divided in two
groups representing from ward no. 2
and 5 then further divided in three
groups of each. Then each group was
requested to make action plan for
reduction of risk due to different
disasters i.e. flood, landslide, fire,
epidemics, earthquakes and storm.
Finally, each group came up with
plans including, activities, timeline
(start and end), involving agencies,
estimated budget etc.
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National Society for Earthquake
Technology (NSET) is implementing
the “Views from the Frontline (2008-
2009) Project’ as the National
Coordinating Organization (NCO)
for Nepal. “Views from the Frontline’
is an action-research project
undertaken by civil society
stakeholders in conjunction with
government bodies. It aims at
measuring progress towards
implementation of the Hyogo
Framework for Action (HFA) at the
local level through the participation
of different stakeholders across
developing countries and regions.
This independent review is being
coordinated by the Global Network
for Disaster Reduction (GNDR) and
implemented by civil society actors.
It seeks to complement the biennial
national level HFA Monitoring and
Progress Review being facilitated
and coordinated by the UN-ISDR.

The main goal of “Views from the
Frontline’ is to support the effective
implementation of the HFA to build
the resilience of vulnerable people
and communities at-risk to disasters.
The project is composed of two
main elements: research and
learning; The research element
focuses on face-to-face interviews
or self-evaluations by local
government officials, civil society
organizations and local community
representatives to assess their
perceptions on progress made
towards disaster resilience and risk
reduction as part of the HFA five
Priorities for Action. The learning
phase of the project aims to then
use the research findings to develop
consensus on policy positions and
associated recommendations to take
forward to national, regional and
international levels -including the
Global Platform-DRR review
process.

Apart from the role of NCO, NSET
was also given the responsibility of
the overall coordination,
management of the review process
and finally the development of the
regional report of the Region (South
Asia and Southeast Asia), as a
council member of Asian Disaster
Reduction & Response Network
(ADRRN) which is identified as the
Regional Coordinating Organization
(RCO) for the region.

NSET has developed and adopted
Community Based Municipal
Disaster Risk Reduction Approaches
for the existing municipalities and
other fast growing urban centres of
Nepal. It envisages preparing a
generic Earthquake Risk Atlas of
the existing 58 municipalities of
Nepal within the coming three to
five years. NSET has already done
some works pertaining to gathering
information for the atlas. It has also
assisted around a dozen
municipalities to initiate disaster
risk reduction at the municipal level
and has received positive response.
"Municipal Disaster Risk Reduction
Program In Nepal" (MDRIP) is
conceptualized and implemented
as a continuous process which will
add on to the aim of creating urban
centres capable of effective and
efficient disaster reduction and
response.
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Activities implemented under
MDRIP included Preparatory works
at the concerned municipality, Risk
Assessment, Disaster Imagination
Game (DIG) and Vulnerability Tour
in Ilam and Panauti, Kick off
Meeting and Hazard Mapping
Workshop, Municipal Level Risk
Reduction and Response Master
Plan, Capacity Building Programs
like Training of Engineers & Masons
Training Program, Community
Education and Awareness; and
Model Demonstration of Earthquake
Risk Reduction.

Finance attended two weeks

Training Seminars conducted by Center for Public
Management in Arlington, Virginia at Holiday Inn Rosslyn,

;‘f y The program incorporated the training modules:

USAID Administrative Compliance Requirements
session, May 11-13, 2009.

Financial Management of USAID Awards session, May

14-15, 2009

Basics of USAID Contracting session, May 18-19, 2009
Introduction to USAID’s Cooperative Agreements
session, May 20-21, 2009

Obtaining USAID Contracting/ Agreements Office
Approval session, May 22, 2009

The training seminars were conducted in accordance with
the standards of the National Registry of CPE Sponsors.
CPE Credits were granted based on 50 minute hour.




Geologically, Nepal straddles on
the boundary of the Indo-Australian
and Eurasian tectonic plates. These
plates are moving towards each
other at the rate of 2cm per year -
as part of the geological process.
The Indo-Australian plate is "diving"
beneath or pushing under the
Eurasian plate, at a rate of about
3cm per year. The geological move-
ments explain the formation of the
Himalayas and are also reasons for
sudden and violent jolts in the rock

of which around 80,893 houses were
completely, destroyed leading to
8,519 deaths. The government had
spent NRs. 206,500 on relief from a
newly-established Earthquake Relief
Fund in the Kathmandu Valley area.
Another earthquake (magnitude
6.5) in Bajhang District in Far-west
Nepal killed about 180 people and
damaged about 40,000 homes in

1980. Still another earthquake
(magnitude 6.6) in Udayapur
District in East Nepal had killed
over 721 people and 1,600 domes-
ticated animals in 22 of Nepal's 75
districts. The tremor damaged
around 60,000 houses. The direct
total loss caused by the Udayapur
earthquake was estimated at NRs. 5
billion.

formations at the earth's interior Year Epicenter Infrastructures Damages Casualties Death
that can be felt on the surface. These lost Collapse Injuries

jolts are what we know as earth- 1993 Jajarkot  40% of buildings N/A N/A
quakes. affected

Kathmandu Valley - the seat of 1988 Udayapur 22,328 49,045 721 6,453
Nepal's capital - suffered a devas- ]

tating earthquake (Magnitude 8.4 1980 Bajhang 12,817 13,298 46 236
on the Richter scale) in the early 1934 Bihar/Nepal 80,893 126,355 8,519 N/A

afternoon of January 15, 1934. The
shaking damaged 126,355 buildings,

By next year - that’s how soon
around 25-50 million people will be
displaced by climate change as it
unleashes more natural disasters
and affects farm output, says a
senior UN researcher. Northern
India will be among the worst
affected in the long term. “Climate
change will displace 25-50 million
people by next year. The situation
will be the worst in the poorer
countries,” says Koko Warner of
the UN University’s Institute for
Environment and Human Security.
“Most people will seek shelter in
their own countries while others
(will) cross borders in search of
better odds. Societies affected by
climate change may find themselves
locked into a downward spiral of

Global Platform

for Disaster Risk Reduction

Second Session, Geneva, Switzerland

The second session of the Global
Platform is scheduled to take place
in Geneva, Switzerland during 16-
19 June 2009 at the Centre Interna-

Source: NSET 2004. Inspect Your House for Earthquake Safety. Draft

ecological degradation, towards the
bottom of which social safety nets
collapse while tensions and violence
rise.”

Warner and her colleagues have
been pushing delegates from 182
countries gathered here for a
meeting June 1-12 to include
migration among the issues they
consider as they prepare for a
climate summit in Copenhagen this
December. “As climate change
increases the frequency and intensity
of natural hazards such as cyclones,
floods and droughts, the number of
temporarily displaced people will
rise,” Warner told IANS in an
interview. “This will be especially
true in countries that fail to invest

16 - 19 June 2009

who coordinates all the special
events. “They are both top-down
and bottom-up initiatives and are
highly relevant to the implementation

Climate Impacts

Melting Clacers

.D'vﬂn.‘-ulm . I'“h

now in disaster risk reduction and
where the official response to
disasters is limited.”

-Source: IANS

Ms. Nisha Shrestha,
Disaster Risk Com-
munication Officer
from NSET is parti-

tional de Conférences de Geneéve of the Hyogo Framework for Action: cipating the session. e
(CICG). This program will feature Building the Resilience of Nations Brinei her diff =
an impressive 42 thematic special and Communities to Disasters” rlnk%llng tog;t er 1i ifferent o
events, which will complement and continues Ms Rose. stakeholders such as policymakers, Lng
support the high-level plenary NGOs ;nd international organiza- B
sessions. The events will focus on The special events’ formats are Egﬁééllzke the World Bink ar;ld -
different aspects of disaster risk multi-facetted and will provide anf10}111g mar}yl others, t 'lel
reduction, including climate change room for active discussions. The initcom%s of t eﬁpceﬁl?‘ ,e\éents wi —
adaptation as one of the key feature ‘Hyogo Hard Talk” event, for ! ¢ O}{mzt)()eg()(‘frg 1 lalfr S umglary ’
of the overall Global Platform discu- example, will take on the shape of a of the d obal Plat orrrf'(ainb are L
ssions. reality show. Organized by the ?xpecte to serve as a solid basis .
Bond Group, a network of Non- or the Copenhaggn Conference -
“The special events give all partners Governmental Organizations, a discussions on Climate Change =

a chance to showcase their projects,
achievements and good practices”,
says Christel Rose from UNISDR

rigorous debate on the success of
the Hyogo Framework for Action
will take place.

Adaptation and Disaster Risk
Reduction.
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7.2
6.9
7.6
6.3
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6.7

6.6
65

7.3
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FOR TIPS ON EARTHQUAKE RISK
MITIGATION TUNE IN TO...

Northem Qinghai,
China

Minahasa, Sulawesi
Indonesia

Southem Sumatra
Indonesia

Southeast Of The
Loyalty Islands

Sea Of Okhotsk
Kermadec Islands
Region

Off The East Coast Of
Honshu, Japan

Near The North Coast
of Papua, Indonesia

Costa Rica

Southeast of The
Loyalty Islands
East Of The Kuril
Islands

Kermadec Islands,
New Zealond
Southeast Of The
Loyalty Islands
Kepulauan Talaud,
Indonesia
Kermadec Islands
Region

Tonga Region
Central ltaly

Kuril Islands

South Sandwich
Islands Region
Kuril Islands
Kermadec Islands
Region

Offshore Honduras

Vanuatu

- N - .

Three people injured, several buildings
damaged and utility lines disrupted at the
Dameigou Coal Mine

At least six people killed, 77 injured, 10,000
people displaced, 1,000 buildings damaged
No reports of damage or casualties

No reports of damage or casualties

No reports of damage or cosualties
No reports of damage or casualfies

No reports of damage or casualties

At least four people kiled at Manokwari and
one killed at Sorong. At least 250 people
injured, 840 buildings damaged and power
outages in West Papua.

At least 20 people killed in the Cinchona-
Dulce Nombre area. Many of the casualties
were caused by landslides. Many people
injured, several buildings damaged and
landslides blocked roads in the area

No reports of damage or casualties

No reports of damage or casualties
No reports of damage or casualties
No reports of damage or casualties
No reports of damage or casualties
No reports of damage or casualties

No reports of damage or casualties

At least 287 people killed, 1,000 injured,
40,000 homeless and 10,000 buildings
damaged or desfroyed in the LAquila area
No reports of damage or casualties

No reports of damage or casualties

No reports of damage or casualties
No reports of damage or casualties

At least 7 people killed, 40 injured and more
than 130 buidings domaged or destroyed
in northem Honduras

No reports of damage or casualties

Source: USGS

Radio Sagarmatha (FM 102.4) at 7.30 PM, Tuesday
Radio Annapurna (FM 91.8) at 7.30 AM, Wednesday
Capital FM (FM 92.4) at 8.00 AM, Every Morning

Think about making Your
howie Eavtbqua/{e—Resistant

Attend our House Owners
Consultation Program
"Every Friday: 2-5pm"

FRIDAY FREE
EARTHQUAKE CLINIC

at NSET Office

FOR MORE

Ms. Niva Upreti

Executive Secretary

National Society for Earthquake
Technology — Nepal (NSET)

, Executive Secretary for Executive
Director’s Office had joined NSET in September 1997 as
Office Secretary/Computer Operator. She has been
assisting the Executive Director by providing secretarial
and logistics support for day to day affairs and the
implementation of the projects.

She was assigned the position of Personal Assistant to
the Executive Director in Oct 2005 and was very
instrumental in assisting the Executive Director in mail
management, planning and organizing the meetings,
travel arrangement, documentation and report writing
as well as in serving as focal person for logistic
management of various national and international
workshops & conferences.

Ms. Upreti was promoted as Executive Secretary for
Executive Director’s Office in October 2008 with more
responsibilities on her shoulder.

Ms. Niva Upreti has participated in various trainings and
workshop related to Disaster Risk Management. She
has also represented NSET in an international workshop
in Malaysia in 2007 as well as actively participated in
the Second Year Program of the “NGO training for
Disaster Risk Reduction in Asia” in 2008 both were
conducted by Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC).
Besides, she had participated in a 15 day residential
training on “National Disaster Response Team”
conducted by Nepal Red Cross Society (NRCS) in 2005.

Ms. Upreti had actively assisted as a focal contact person
for various National and International Workshops,
seminars and conferences. Some of them are: “4th Asian
Seismological Conference” in 2002 in Kathmandu jointly
organized with Asian Seismological Commission;
“International Conference on Earthquake Risk
Management” in 2007 in Pakistan jointly organized by
ERRA/Pakistan, OFDA/USAID, UN-ISDR, UN-HABITAT and
NSET; workshop on “Climate Change Adaptation and
Disaster Risk Management” in 2008 in Kathmandu which
was jointly organized with SAARC Disaster Management
Center of India; and the workshop on “Modern Methods
in Seismic Hazard Assessment” jointly sponsored by
OFDA/USAID, U.S. Geological Survey in coordination
with NSET in 2009.

Ms. Upreti has done Master Degree in Sociology in 1994
from Tribhuvan University.

Earthquakes and NSET’s efforts towards earthquake risk
reduction log on to www.nset.org.np

National Society for Earthquake
Technology-Nepal (NSET)

Sainbu V.D.C. Ward No. 4

Bhainsepati Residential Area, Lalitpur
P.O.Box: 13775, Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel: (977-1) 5591000, Fax: (977-1) 5592692

E-mail: nset@nset.org.np, Website: www.nset.org.np
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